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   Student Guidelines for Laboratory Safety   
Before the lab:

1. Read all experiments before you perform them, and be aware of all safety precautions.

2. Learn the location and proper use of all safety equipment such as fire extinguishers, fire blankets, safety shower, and eyewash fountain.

3. Eating, drinking, and chewing gum is forbidden in the laboratory.

4. Closed shoes must be worn, not sandals.

5. Loose clothing and long hair must be restrained, and dangling jewelry cannot be worn.

6. Contact lenses should not be worn during a dissection, or a lab using chemicals.

7. The laboratory work areas must be uncluttered.  All you need is this lab book and the procedure.
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Listen to the teacher’s directions carefully.

During the Lab:

1. Never perform an experiment unsupervised.

2. All experiments should be performed while standing, and all lab stools or chairs should be placed under the lab benches.

3. If safety glasses are required for the activity/lab you are performing, then safety glasses must be worn at all times. 
4. Read reagent labels twice before using.

5. Never take reagent bottles to your lab bench.

6. When observing the odour of a substance, use your hand to waft the air above the test tube toward your nose.  Do not hold your face directly over the container.

7. Use tongs and test tube holders to handle hot lab equipment.  Remember: hot glass looks like cold glass!

8. Never pipette by mouth.

9. All accidents, even minor ones, must be reported to the teacher immediately.  If you feel dizzy or faint at any time during the lab/activity, you must also report this to your teacher immediately.

10. Horseplay, practical jokes, and running are absolutely forbidden during a lab/activity.

11. Do not pick up broken glass with your bare hands.  Use a dustpan and a brush.  Report all breakages to your teacher.

12. Dispose of all broken glass in the Glass Only container. 
13. If a spill occurs, inform your teacher immediately, and clean up the spill as instructed by your teacher.
After the Lab:

1. Dispose of all chemicals as indicated by your teacher.  Never return unused chemicals to the original reagent bottle.  This prevents contamination of chemicals in the original bottle.
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Do not use the sink to discard filter paper, matches, or any slightly soluble solid.  Use the waste containers.

3. The remnants of dissections must not be put in the garbage.  Follow your teacher’s directions for disposal.

4. Wash hand well after all experiments.

5. Thoroughly clean (with soap) and dry all glassware.

6. Put away all equipment.

7. Wipe and dry your lab bench/table.

When Using a Bunsen Burner:

1. A Bunsen burner must never be left unattended when in operation.
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When heating a test tube, always point the open end of the container away from yourself and others.
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Never reach over an open flame.

4. Wear goggles as long as one flame is in use in the laboratory.

5. All hair and loose clothing must be tied back.
  Potentially Hazardous Chemicals
	Acids
	· Can be highly corrosive, causing the skin or clothes to disintegrate.

	Bases
	· [image: image7.emf]

[image: image8.wmf]Can cause burns to the skin, and are very dangerous if splashed in eyes.

	Toxic
	· These chemicals are poisonous if ingested.

	Flammable
	· Avoid heating these chemicals with an open flame.

	Volatile
	· These chemicals evaporate easily, and the vapour can be flammable or toxic.


I understand these safety rules and that participation in labs is a privilege, not a right that individuals not following the rules may be denied participation in.  This means that I will receive a mark of zero for the experiment.
Name: _______________________________ (Print)

Name: _______________________________ (Signature)

Date: ____________________________________
