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Description

This course enables students to develop an understanding of concepts in biology, chemistry, earth and space science, and physics through lectures, labs and various interactive activities. A course calendar with test dates, lab guides and digital copies of notes can be found at www.mrbaxterallsaints.com It is the students responsibility to check this site regularly and be up to date with notes and assignment deadlines.  Assignments will not be accepted after the same assignment has been returned to students.
Overall Course Expectations or Topics
Unit One
 - Biology: Tissues, Organs, and Systems of Living Things
This unit focuses on cell division, cell specialization, organs and systems in animals and plants, using 

research and inquiry skills, including various laboratory techniques.  (Approximately 20 classes)

Unit Two - Chemistry: Chemical Reactions
This unit focuses on chemical reactions, the symbolic systems used to describe them and the characteristics of chemical reactions.  (Approximately 20 classes)

Unit Three - Earth and Space Science: Climate Change
In this unit, students will investigate various natural and human factors that influence Earth’s climate and climate change; including the greenhouse effect.  (Approximately 20 classes)

Unit Four - Physics : Light and Geometric Optics
In this unit, students will investigate, through inquiry, the properties of light, and predict its behaviour, particularly with respect to reflection and refraction in lenses and mirrors.  (Approximately 20 classes)

Course Resources

Science Links 10 – McGraw Hill Ryerson.  
Science Links 10 – McGraw Hill Ryerson workbook.  

· much of the in class work will be done from this book

· Keeping work together in this book simplifies organization and keeps work together that can be used as a study guide for tests and the exam.
Required Materials to meet with success in this course
· Calculator

· Lined paper

· Binder

· Pens
Report Card Grade
· The Report Card grade is based on evidence collected through observations, conversations, and student products (tests/exams, assignments for evaluation).

· Some evidence will carry greater weight than other evidence. Determining a report card grade will involve professional judgement and interpretation of evidence that reflects the student’s most consistent level of achievement, with special consideration given to more recent evidence.
Mark Breakdown
Term Work - 70 %
· Term work is based on a variety of performance tasks over the course of the term that demonstrates: knowledge, thinking, communication, and application.  These include lab reports, tests, quizzes and assignments that apply to course curriculum.
Summative - 30%
The summative evaluation must take place completely in class and may take the form of a final exam, or a variety of summative performance tasks and/or student portfolios that demonstrate the comprehensive achievement of the overall course expectations and the four areas of the achievement chart (knowledge, thinking, communication, and application). If a student has a legitimate absence (approved by the office) for one or more days of the RST, the weighting of the RST is to be placed onto the final exam.  So if the RST is worth 5% then the exam will now be worth 30%.  This means that there will be no "make-ups for any of the days of the RST. The student can still be part of the RST process for the day(s) that he or she is there, but the mark for that portion will not be counted. For this course, the final 30% is assessed as follows:
· The final 30% is assessed as follows:
Rich Summative Task 
20%

Exam
10%

Total final evaluation
30%
  (Please return this page)
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Student and Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement
We have read the above course outline and are aware of the student responsibilities to attend class on a regular basis and to provide evidence of learning within the established timelines.

Student's Name (print):

_________________________________
Student's Signature


_________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print):
_________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:

_________________________________
Parent or Student Comments or Expectations for this course (optional):** This section will be provided to staff for the first day of school.  The homeroom teacher will hand out this information - it applies to all courses.  The Board will provide sufficient copies for all students in the school (teachers will not need to make copies) **
Standards for all Courses
Catholic Graduate Expectations
Our goal for all students is that they experience an education based on the Catholic Graduate Expectations to become:
· A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community

· An Effective Communicator

· A Reflective and Creative Thinker

· A Self-Directed, Responsible, Life-Long Learner

· A Collaborative Contributor

· A Caring Family Member

· A Responsible Citizen
http://www.eoccc.org/expectations.html
Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning.  The development of learning skills and work habits is a key indicator of future success.

The following learning skills and works habits will be developed, assessed, and reported during this course:
Responsibility 
fulfills responsibilities and commitments
Organization 
manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals
Independent work 
uses class time appropriately to complete tasks
Collaboration 
works with others and promotes critical thinking
Initiative 
demonstrates curiosity and an interest in learning
Self-Regulation 
sets goals and monitors progress towards achievement

The Achievement Chart
Students will be assessed and evaluated in a balanced manner on the following four areas:

1. Knowledge and Understanding – specific content and understanding of its 
meaning

2. Thinking – the use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes

3. Communication – the ability to convey meaning through a variety of forms

4. Application – the use of knowledge and skills to make connections

Students may be given multiple opportunities using a variety of assessment tasks to demonstrate their achievement of the curriculum expectations in this course.
Levels of Achievement
The achievement chart identifies four levels of achievement:

Level 1
achievement falls below the provincial standard

Level 2
achievement approaches the provincial standard

Level 3
achievement is at the provincial standard

Level 4
achievement surpasses the provincial standard

Group Work

Collaboration is an important 21st Century skill.  Students will take part in a variety of group work activities throughout the year.  Student work within group work will be evaluated independently and each student will be assigned an individual mark.
Homework
Homework that is assigned is intended to assist the student in consolidating their skills and preparing for classroom instruction.  Homework will be reported as part of the learning skills on the report card.
Attendance
In order to fully participate in this course, students must have regular attendance.  Excessive absences and lates have a negative impact on student learning.  Attendance will be reported as part of the learning skills on the report card.
Evidence for Evaluation
Evidence of student achievement for evaluation is collected over time from three different sources –observations, conversations, and student products.

“Student products” may be in the form of tests or exams and/or assignments for evaluation.

Students are responsible for providing evidence of their learning within given timelines.  Students will be assigned consequences for cheating, plagiarism, and not completing work.  A number of strategies will be attempted to ensure that all work is submitted on time.  Loss of school privileges may be a consequence for not meeting academic responsibilities.  Deducting marks for late assignments may occur if the student does not submit materials despite being provided alternative opportunities for work completion.

Awarding of Course Credit
Students who earn a mark of 50% or greater will earn one credit for the course with the following exceptions:

Students who do not provide sufficient evidence of achievement of course expectations will not earn their credit regardless of their mark.

Students who do not complete their summative evaluation (exam and/or end of year performance task) will not earn their credit regardless of their mark.
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